
THE GOOD NEWS 

     

“Change is an   
opportunity to grow,            
to discover new gifts,  
to imagine God’s 
dream for us. If it 
would be helpful to 
have a conversation 
about change, I 
would welcome that, 
and invite you to 
come talk with me…”   

          Robin’s message                              
   see Page 2 
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ONLINE GIVING 

E Giving is coming to Christ and Grace! 

Join us Sunday, September 16, at 9:30 a.m., for “All about E 
Giving”, during the Adult Education class.  Learn how easy it is 
to make a one time or recurring gift with the use of any of your 
electronic devices - cell phone, computer or tablet.  Throughout 
September, we will include Church Giving Messages in our 
Sunday bulletins, as well as on the Christ and Grace website and 
Face Book page.  Instructional handouts to get you up and 
running will be available on a table in Lackey Hall.  If you need 
additional information or assistance in setting up your account, 
call the church office at 733-7202. 

Baptisms 

There will be a blessing of gifts for the altar given in memory of Alice Virginia Wright Flory Wallace                          
on Sept. 9

th
during the 10:30 AM service.  

Wonder Time 



A Message from Robin+ 

Welcome back from your summer adventures!  

As the season changes from summer to fall, and our 
programming at church resumes, it will be so wonderful to see 
everyone again.  Change is in the air and many of us look 
forward to the changes in the seasons. Even so, change is not 
always easy. We often fear change because it’s unpredictable, 
unavoidable, and beyond our control. Sometimes it might make 
us feel vulnerable, hurt, or even upset, yet other times we think 
it’s the best thing to ever happen.  There are so many emotions 
that come along with change, and then, just when we think 
we’ve gotten through it, we loosen our grip, take a deep breath, 
lean back in our seats, and wham! Change happens again.  

You have been strong and resourceful and faithful in all the 
changes over the past two years.  Grieving the departure of your 
long-time rector, adjusting to an interim rector, welcoming a 
new rector, and continuing to be the church in the meantime. 
You have handled it all with such grace.  

When a church loses a long-time beloved rector, it’s a big 
change. This is why it is the norm in the Episcopal Church for 
the Bishop to direct retiring clergy to be away from the parish 
for 1, 2, or more years once the new rector has arrived.  This 
gives the new rector the time and space needed to form pastoral 
relationships, to discover the many gifts of the membership, and 
work with the Vestry to set a course for the future. While we 
know that the Teschners love and miss this community as much 
as we love and miss them, we also know it’s important for them 
and for the community to learn to live in a new context.  This is 
good work and it takes some time, hence the Bishops in the 
Episcopal Church, from wisdom and experience, direct a time 
apart. Together with the Bishop, David and I will discern when 
we are all ready for the Teschners to return. 

When I arrived in March, Claire told me she had retirement on 
her horizon, but I so loved working with her, so valued all that 
she does here, that I chose to ignore the possibility. Claire has 
prayerfully discerned that she is ready to retire. Like you, I am 
sad that Claire is retiring, yet so happy for her and the changes 
yet to come in her life. 

The church is always changing, growing, and becoming a new 
thing.  And each of us is also changing, growing and becoming. 
Seasons change in the life of the church, and we will always be 
learning new ways to be church.  In this season of change it 
means we will need volunteers to help with children’s Sunday 
School, youth activities, and adult formation.  We will need 
help with scheduling volunteers for worship and crafting a 
newsletter. Volunteers are needed to work with our newly 
forming pastoral care committee to help visit the sick, take 
meals to those who need them, and drive parishioners to 
medical appointments.   

If the Spirit is prompting you to consider any of these 
ministries, please give me a call or let a Vestry member know. 
Change is an opportunity to grow, to discover new gifts, to 
imagine God’s dream for us. If it would be helpful to have a 
conversation about change, I would welcome that, and invite 
you to come talk with me. 

The Vestry and I will be considering how best to move forward, 
and what we will need from a staffing perspective. We are 
going to take some time to do this because we know there is no 

EXCITING BUILDING UPDATES                                          

Plans are in the making for new carpet in the church and flooring 
for the hallway as well as roof replacement above Lackey Hall 
and the administrative offices.      

EPISCOPAL YOUTH COMMUNITY (EYC)                     

KICK-OFF FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

I most definitely do NOT want to wish summer away, but  
Rally Sunday will be here before you know it. We are excited 
to get things kicked off - both football season and EYC! 

We would like to share our plans/calendar 
for 2018-2019 with both youth AND            
parents on Sunday, Sept 9th in the youth 
room.   While our core activities will            
remain the same, we plan to experiment 
with a new “small group” format on             
several Sundays in the fall/winter.  This 

will involve changing the time/place/format of our meetings on 
a few Sundays, and hopefully give more folks a chance to    
participate.  I will  provide more details on Rally Sunday. 

With Claire’s pending retirement, we will also use this time to 
brainstorm ways to cover some of the outreach activities that 
she has handled in years past.  As Robin mentioned in her let-
ter to the Parish, Claire has equipped us well for the coming 
transition. I look forward to getting the input of both youth and 
parents on our plans for outreach when we are together on Sept 
9th. 

Keep the Faith,   

Jeff 

ADULT EDUCATION   

SEPT. 9    LECTIONARY DISCUSSION                                        

SEPT. 16   E-GIVING  WITH JILL DONNELLY                      

SEPT. 23    LECTIONARY DISCUSSION                              

SEPT. 30      LECTIONARY DISCUSSION 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS OCT 23,  GUEST SPEAKER 
DONNIE WHEATLEY,  BOYS HOME, COVINGTON 

way to truly replace Claire. In the meantime, this gives all of 
us the opportunity to try new ministries, and to build up our 
muscles of discipleship as we work together to continue all of 
the hope, healing, and hospitality that we do so well here at 
Christ and Grace.  Change happens, and I am confident that we 
will continue to move through the changes with grace. I am 
ready to see what God is going to do next. I hope you are too! 

Blessings, 

Robin+                                                                                                       

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.  Isaiah 43:19 



CLAIRE’S CORNER 

"Be glad of life because it gives you the chance to love, to work, 
to play, and to look up at the stars." — Henry Van Dyke  

As my last Claire’s Corner to you, I open with the above quote, 
because it describes in a nutshell my life over the past 22 years.  
You have given me the opportunity to work doing these 
things… to love and be loved, to find the joy in the good and the 
humor in the not so good, and to acknowledge God’s presence 
in all people and places.  

I have said many times, “there’s no church like Christ and 
Grace.”  This community is a safe haven and I believe it truly 
lives out its mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality.   
It is a mission that remains alive and well with each member’s  
actions and faith in God’s presence when confronted with life’s 
unending changes.  I have witnessed this time and again as 
people come and go through our doors for a worship service, or 
for fellowship or for a helping hand.  Some stay for a life time, 
others for only a few hours. Regardless of the length of time, I 
believe they experience the presence of the Lord in this place. 

Sunday, September 30 will be my last day with you.  I know I 
will greatly miss being a part of the day to day church activity.  I 
cannot yet envision my daily round once retired but I am taking 
with me what I have been given so much of and that is your 
love.  Love never ends, it just blooms in a different way.  I look 
forward to sowing seeds of it as I spend more time with Gene, 
grandchildren, family and friends.   I will just keep looking up at 
the stars and count you all among them.    

Blessings always, 

Claire  

FLOWER GUILD AT CHRIST AND GRACE 

Each week a dedicated group of parishioners uses their gifts to 
bring the beauty of creation into our worship space, to bring 
glory to God and to honor the loved ones of all of our members. 

When I have the occasion to be in the office when a flower 
guild member is here creating Sunday’s arrangement, I am al-
ways amazed at what evolves from a bucket of flowers and 
greens. It takes time and effort to begin with an empty brass 
container and end with a glorious display from God’s creation. 
We are blessed to have Karen Becker, Missy Gates, Gerry            
Higgins, Elizabeth Johnson, Marion Simpson, Sarah Thacker, 
Betty Ann Tucker, Kay Wray, and Margery Wright share their 
gifts of time and talent in this ministry. The Flower Guild            
welcomes any who would like to join them in this ministry.  If 
you are interested ask any of them or let Rev. Robin know. 

Lee Adams coordinates this ministry for us with love and great 
attention to detail. The flower chart wall calendar has proven to 
be a great visual reminder of this ministry and a wonderful way 
to allow anyone to choose a date to dedicate flowers for the 
altar.  As a result there has been an increase in interest among 
our members to dedicate flowers, and with 52 Sundays in the 
year, this may mean that there is more than one dedication on a 
particular date. We will make the 2019 Flower Chart Calendar 
available at church on November 1 of this year, along with          
dedication forms. You are welcome to dedicate your arrange-
ment to more than one loved one.   

Each week there are flowers on the altar, and special altar           
arrangements are created for Lent, Easter, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas. We have previously taken individual dedications at 
Christmas and Easter for poinsettias and lilies. This year we will 
still take individual dedications, but rather than order numerous 
pots of flowers, we will create a larger seasonal display. This 
will allow everyone to make a dedication in memory of loved 
ones at reasonable cost and dedications will be noted in the  
bulletin as always. 

Flower dedications are one way that we give glory to God and 
honor those whom we love.  Did you know that you can also 
honor loved ones through a gift to the church? At your             
discretion it could be applied to a particular ministry or to the 
church in general for the spread of the Gospel and to the glory 
of God.  When such monetary gifts are made as dedications we 
will note them with thanksgiving in the bulletin and prayers, 
just as we do for flowers. 

We are so blessed at Christ and Grace with memories of the 
love of all the saints in our midst, past, present, and yet to come. 
May we continue to do all that we do in the love of Christ. 

Peace, 

Robin+ 

ANNUAL ECW CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE            

Fresh Vermont balsam wreaths will be sold again by the ECW 
this year.  For those of you who have purchased wreaths in the 
past, you will receive a phone call the first part of October to 
place your wreath orders.  If you have not purchased wreaths in 
the past, there will be plenty of opportunity to do so.  During the 
month of October, wreath order forms will be available on           
Sundays, in the Church office during the week or feel free to 
contact Kitty Gwaltney with questions.  The ECW will be          
asking for payment when orders are placed.  Pricing, wreath 
sizes and deadline information will follow in the October           
newsletter.  The ECW wishes to thank you for your continued 
support of our outreach fund-raising efforts. 

ECW NEWS 

The ECW board will meet Tuesday, September 25 at 10:00 am 
in Lackey Hall.  We will be making plans for our fall activities 
and fund raisers: Wreath sale, Pecan sale, the Night Circle           
Poinsettia sale and the Bake sale.   Please watch our weekly  
bulletins for more details in order to  sign up and support our 
efforts in raising funds for our outreach programs. 
 

Valerie Jones, ECW President 

BECOME A CHEERFUL GIVER 

Stay tuned for this year's stewardship campaign, kicking off on 
September 30th. Your Stewardship Committee is hard at work 
planning activities that will make it as easy as pie to pledge! 
Committee members are: Robin Teasley, Samantha Ellis, Kitty 
Gwaltney, Jim Donnelly, Lee Adams, Kemper Brinkley, and Bill 
Miller.  Take a look...   https://www.tens.org/resources/free-resources/
free-resources-blog/money-and-spirituality         

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.                                                          
2 Corinthians 9:7 

http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1374684
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1374684
http://www.great-quotes.com/quotes/author/Henry+Van/Dyke
https://www.tens.org/resources/free-resources/free-resources-blog/money-and-spirituality
https://www.tens.org/resources/free-resources/free-resources-blog/money-and-spirituality


THE DCU WALK AGAINST HUNGER 

The annual Downtown Churches United " Walk Against 
Hunger" is scheduled for SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6.            
POPLAR  LAWN PARK will be the beginning and ending site. 
This year’s walk will be a 5K walk (reduced from 10K) begins 
at 10:00 a.m.  This is the main fundraiser for DCU.  Please plan 
to walk or invite your co-workers and friends to form a team to 
walk to help D.C.U. raise needed funds for its programs to keep 
the less fortunate fed, clothed, sheltered and healthy. Please see 
our bulletin board in Lackey Hall for registration forms.  Any 
checks collected should be made payable to DCU Hope Center 
with note on Memo: WAH  

FALL  CAMP 2018 @ SHRINE MONT              
CONFERENCE CENTER      

OCTOBER 22-25  KEYNOTER: LAUREN WINNER                                       
What is Fall Camp? Fall Camp is an opportunity to spend 
time in the mountains of Virginia with other seniors (but we 
don’t have an age limit) from across the Commonwealth and 
from other states. The Camp is an attempt to take seriously 
the spiritual needs and journeys of primarily retired people. 
We attempt to challenge participants through keynote speak-
ers, workshops, worship and interaction with one another. 

Brochures on the Hall Bulletin Board or visit https://
shrinemont.com/events/conference/the-tri-diocesan-
council-on-aging-annual-fall-camp-2018 

DID YOU KNOW? 

There will be a blessing of gifts for the altar given in memory 
of Alice Virginia Wright Flory Wallace on Sept. 9th during the 
10:30 AM service. 

Bill Miller is serving as Inter im Director  of Common-
wealth Public Broadcast Foundation. 

Our Men’s Breakfast Group is having a Canoe/Kayak out-
ing on Saturday, Sept. 22.  Please watch September bulletin          
announcements for more details. 

Our college freshmen, Lexie Ellis, Moses Musazi, and Paige 
Whitley, are already in full swing at  JMU, Morgan State, 
and Longwood (respectively).  Please keep them in your pray-
ers as well as our all of our youth as they return to their 
school endeavors. 

If you are interested in participating in a weekly Bible Study, 
please contact Robin.   Day of the week and time of day will 
depend upon who would like to participate. 

CELTIC CANDLELIGHT                    
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Every 3rd Sunday                                             

Pre-service Music BEGINS  5:15 p.m.                                      

Service 5:30 p.m. Reception to follow in 

Lackey Hall. Casual dress encouraged.  

Invite your friends and neighbors.                                                              

Dates                        Musician 

September  16     Melissa Adams, Piano 

October 21      Matt Little, Clarinet 

November 18     Matt Little, Clarinet 

December 16     Melissa Adams, Piano 

Staff 

The Rev. Robin Teasley, Rector 

Claire Brill, Lay Assistant 

Bill Owen, Music Director 

Matt Little, Asst. Organist 

Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary 

Marwee Walsh, Kitchen Coordinator 

Greg Gwaltney, Property Administrator 

James Harris, Sexton 

Office Hours                                      

Tuesday - Thursday, 9 - 1:00 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

The Church Newsletter is published   monthly,     

September  - June.   

Deadline is the 15th. 

Christ and Grace Church 

1545 South Sycamore St. 

Petersburg, VA  23805 



THE DYNAMIC DUO IS OFFICIAL 

We are so happy to announce that Bill Owen and Matt Little are now officially on staff at Christ and Grace..  During 

this interim period of almost 2 years, they have both been very generous in providing music and choral support for 

our worship services.   In discussion with our Rector Robin and with our Vestry approval, both Bill and Matt have 

graciously accepted to share the staff position for our Music Program.  What a blessing to our church for this great 

duo.  

 William Aurelius Owen, III, a native of Virginia, attended St Christopher’s School in Richmond and graduated from 

Bowdoin College with Highest Honors in Music. He studied organ as a special student at Harvard University, and 

earned his Master of Music Degree from Yale University. As a Fulbright Scholar, 

Bill studied at the University of Music and the Performing Arts in Vienna. In 2014, 

he received the degree Doctor of Music, honoris 

causa from the Episcopal seminary, Nashotah House. 

During his time at Yale, Bill worked closely with  

Vivian Perlis, Director of the Oral History of            

American Music archive, on two major projects: one 

devoted to Charles Ives and the other to Aaron Cop-

land. Additionally, he was an editor for the Charles 

Ives Society and served as a research assistant to Mr. 

Copland. Bill was the organ soloist in an historic         

performance of Copland’s Symphony for Organ and Orchestra with the New Haven 

Symphony Orchestra, conducted by the composer. Bill served for 32 years as the        

organist/choirmaster at historic Christ Church Christiana Hundred in the Episcopal         

Diocese of Delaware.  He was the founder and Music Director of Chorale Delaware, 

and taught organ at Rowan University and the University of Delaware. During two       

sabbaticals from Christ Church, Bill completed the research for his book,  A Life in Music: Conversations with Sir 

David Willcocks, published by Oxford University Press in 2008. He was elected Fellow Commoner at King’s             

College, Cambridge in 2017, and the 

William Owen Organ Scholarship was 

instituted in 2018.  

Bill now resides in Williamsburg and on 

his family farm in Yale, where he has 

planted more than 1,000 acres of Long-

leaf Pine (Pinus palustris) with the sup-

port of several state and federal agen-

cies. The farm serves as the core of The 

Nature  Conservancy’s Raccoon Creek 

Pinelands Project Area, which is dedi-

cated to the restoration of the globally 

rare Longleaf Pine ecosystem. It has 

been designated a Virginia Conservation 

Treasure and, in 2008, Bill received 

the Virginia Governor’s Award 

for Environmental Excellence.  

MatthewThomas Little is a clarinetist and organist from Prince 
George, Virginia. He currently holds a bachelor of  music degree from 
Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia and a master of music 
degree from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville where he             
studied clarinet under Mr. David 
Niethamer and Dr. Victor Chávez Jr. His 
keyboard teachers include pianist Dr. Lisa 
Kinzer at Longwood University and Dr. 
Edith Johnson at the University of             
Tennessee.  
 
Matthew is both an active soloist and  
ensemble musician, with past               
performance experience in the Longwood 
University Wind Symphony, the                
University of Richmond Wind Ensemble, 
and the University of Tennessee’s Contemporary Music Ensemble, 
Symphony Orchestra and Wind Ensemble.  He is also an active church 
chorister and has sung with choirs at Christ & Grace Episcopal church 
in Petersburg, Virginia and St. John’s Cathedral in Knoxville,               
Tennessee. Matthew is a member of the American Guild of Organists 
and serves as a substitute organist in the Richmond area. When he is 
not performing music, Matthew enjoys reading, running, biking and 
other miscellaneous outdoor activities. 

…..Bill worked closely 

with Vivian Perlis,   

Director of the Oral 

History of American 

Music archive, on two 

major projects: one 

devoted to Charles 

Ives and the other to 

Aaron Copland 



September 2018 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      
1 

28:00 am HEII                        

9:30 am HEII 

3Office 

Closed             

LABOR DAY 

4 5 6:00 pm 

Potluck Supper 

7:00 pm          

Children’s SS 

Meeting 

6 7:30 am  

Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal    

AA Mtg. 

7 8 

9 RALLY DAY 

8:00 am HEII   

8:45 Big Breakfast      

9:30 Adult/Youth 

& Parents S.S.                    

10:30 am HEII 

Blessing of the 

Gifts for the  Altar 

Sunday School 

ages 2-11 

10 11 12 

1-5 pm         

Petersburg   

Garden Club 

Lackey Hall  

13   

7:00 pm  

Choir             

Rehearsal 

AA Mtg.   

14 15 

16    

8:00 am HEII   

9:30 Adult/Youth           

Sunday School       

10:30 am HEII 

Sunday School 

ages 2-11                          

5:30 pm Celtic  

Service/Reception 

17            

6:30 pm            

Vestry Mtg. 

Hale Library 

18 19 20 

7:00 pm  

Choir          

Rehearsal    

AA Mtg. 

21 22 

Men’s Kayak & 

Canoe Outing  

(Details in Sep-

tember Sunday 

Bulletins) 

238:00 am HEII          

9:30 Adult/Youth 

Sunday School                  

10:30 am HEII 

Sunday School 

ages 2-11          

5pm EYC Small 

Group @ Geisz’s 

24 25   

10 am            

ECW Board 

Mtg.                

Lackey Hall 

26 27 

7:00 pm  

Choir               

Rehearsal   

AA Mtg.      

28 29 

30                     

8:00 am HEII               

9:30 Adult Sunday 

School                   

10:30 am HEII 

Sunday School 

ages 2-11             

Farewell reception 

      

Refreshments and Conversation follow each Sunday worship service in Lackey Hall.  Please consider    

assisting with refreshments on a given Sunday.  To do so, please contact Marwee Walsh me465@aol.com 


